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What is the Big Give?

Who are our Champions?

How does it work?

The Big Give is seeking match funding “Champions” for the 
2021 Christmas Challenge, our annual 7-day online match 
funding campaign, which last year raised over £20.1m for 
764 charities and facilitated 71,000 donations.

In these challenging times, there is a tremendous need to 
support the vital life-changing work of charities. In a  
recent study, 55% of charities surveyed reported an 
increase in demand for their services whilst 63% reported 
a decline in voluntary income1. The Big Give has a proven 
model for multiplying generosity, having raised over £156m 
with thousands of charities since the Big Give began in 
2007, and with an ambition to raise £1bn for good causes 
in the years to come.

Champions offer match funding to a portfolio of charities, 
which they select from our pre-screened applicants. The 
Big Give has worked with Champion portfolios from £50k 
to over £1m, including:

Philanthropists - Sir Alec Reed, Julia and Hans Rausing, 
and others who choose to remain anonymous

Trusts and Foundations - Waterloo Foundation, Garfield 
Weston Foundation, The Childhood Trust, Sainsbury Family 
Charitable Trusts

Corporates - EQ Investors Group, Schroders, Newhall 
Publishing (Candis)

Public funders - National Lottery Heritage Fund
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The Christmas Challenge works on a double-matching 
principle. Charities receive 25% of their target from  
their Champion funder, provided they have another  
25% secured from their own major donors. This 50%  
is then unlocked by public donations given through the  
Big Give online fundraising platform during the Christmas 
Challenge campaign.

With this unique match funding model, Champion funds 
are multiplied at least 4x to support the work of their 
selected charities; it’s why we’re referred to as the 
“generosity multiplier”. (In fact the multiplier is often 5x or 
more when Gift Aid and additional donations are included - 
the overall average in 2020 was 5.8x.)
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Fig 1. Example to show how a Champion can achieve a 4x 
multiplier through the Big Give Christmas Challenge.

Why become a Champion?

These are some of the reasons our Champions love 
partnering with the Big Give:

Multiply your impact - the 4x multiplier (often  
far more) makes your money go further; adding 
match funding means more people give and  
people give more2

Build sustainability into your philanthropy - 
charities grow and develop vital expertise as they 
take part, so rather than just giving money you are 
investing in them for the long-term

Simple & effective - You are in full control of 
selecting your portfolio from our pre-screened 
charities; we keep it simple by handling the 
relationships with charities, reducing the burden 
for philanthropists and grant-makers and giving 
opportunities to reach new charities without growing 
your admin burden

How to become a Champion?

We have a simple process to set up your portfolio, 
including helping you to determine the causes you would 
like to focus on. Contact us to find out more

Contact: Alex Day, Director of the Big Give

alex@thebiggive.org.uk | thebiggive.org.uk

1 https://thebiggive.my.salesforce.com/sfc/p/#0O000000YzQm/

a/690000011G15/qBNtepGSXh5T3shFN5O8EUMC17c.dTPlBgFLGo40l_0
2 For example, during our emergency COVID-19 campaign, donors gave an 
average gift of £160 compared to £132 when giving through a directly 
comparable non-matched channel

Online 
donations 
£10,000

Major 
donors 
£5,000

Match funds

Champion 
funds 

£5,000
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